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Field Notes is published by the 
Society of Soil Scientists of 
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Please email or send articles, 

editorials, notices, and other items for 
publication in Field Notes to: 

 

Field Notes 
c/o Gregory Howard 

P.O. Box 442 

West Ossipee, NH  03890 
wetsoil1@roadrunner.com 

 

 
Membership dues are $10 per 
year.  Please direct all inquiries 

and dues payments to: 
 

Lindsay O. Byboth 
8 Continental Dr, Bldg 2, Unit H 

Exeter, NH 03833-7507  
 

Or 
 

SSSNNE 
PO Box 76 

Durham, NH 03824-0076 

Mark Your Calendars!  

 

The SSSNNE Winter Meeting will be held  

on 

Friday, February 15, 2013 

Topic: Current Soil Research 

February 15, 2013 

at the 

Maine Audubon Gilsland Farm Facility 

20 Gilsland Farm Road 

Falmouth, Maine 04105 

See details on page 7 

 The draft of the proposed Code of Ethics developed by the SSSNNE 

Board of Directors is presented on pages 5 and 6.  Please take the time to review 

the draft and note any proposed revisions or edits.  The intent is for the member-

ship to discuss and approve the Code of Ethics at the upcoming Winter Meeting. 

*IMPORTANT: 2013 Annual Dues now due.  SSSNNE  

Membership Renewal Form on page 9 
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Soil Classification & Description Workshop- August 24, 2012 
 

 SSSNNE recently co-sponsored the “Soil Classification & Description Workshop” with the 
New Hampshire Association of Natural Resource Scientists (NHANRS) on August 24, 2012 in 
Rindge, NH.  The workshop focused principally on providing instruction on the basics of soil de-
scription.  The instructors for the workshop were Thomas Peragallo and Gerald Rosenberg, both 
longtime members of SSSNNE.  The morning lecture included an overview of terms, nomencla-
ture and proper techniques for describing soil profiles.  During the morning session there were a 
range of soil texture samples made available for participants to test and calibrate their fingers.   
 

 
Instructor Thomas Peragallo preparing to describe this Berkshire soil profile for the workshop participants. 

 
The afternoon session was then spent in the field with the instructors applying the field tech-
niques of soil description.  Workshop participants were then given the opportunity to get “hands 
on experience” describing several soil profiles under supervision of the instructors.  There were 
(6) excavated test pits made available in various landscape positions for the participants to apply 
the soil description techniques.  The participants all voiced their appreciation for the opportunity 
to receive this type of “hands on” training and exchange their observations with fellow profes-
sionals.  The pleasant weather conditions further enhanced the workshop experience. 
 
Gregory Howard 
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SSSNNE Summer Meeting- August 24, 2012 
 
 A SSSNNE Business meeting was held at the soil classification workshop held in Rindge, NH.  
At the SSSNNE business meeting Mike Cuomo, President updated the membership on the two 
items the Board of Directors (BOD) has been working on.  First- Code of Ethics.  The BOD has draft-
ed a Code of Ethics.  Second- Review of Bylaws.  The BOD has taken no recent action on the by-
laws as the more pressing matter of Code of Ethics has taken precedent.  New Business- The BOD 
has received a letter from Jim Gove noting his concern regarding the lack of new soil scientists en-
tering the profession and the danger of certification being lost due to the low numbers.  His letter al-
so noted that the Joint Board of Licensure indicated low numbers of individuals taking and passing 
the exam.  Discussion ensued on what action SSSNNE should take on this matter.  Suggestions in-
cluded formation of a committee to further review and make recommendations to be brought to the 
membership at the Winter meeting.  Motion made to form a committee.  Motion made to adjourn. 

Send items for the newsletter anytime to Gregory Howard:  
 
wetsoil1@roadrunner.com or P.O. Box 442, West Ossipee, NH 03890 

Any soil news for New England can be found at a twitter feed at: http://
www.twitter.com/SoilSNE and a facebook site at: http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Society-of-Soil-Scientists-of-Southern-New-England/109584875780697 

As always, find publications, updates, and more on the 
SSSNNE website: www.SSSNNE.org  
 

http://www.twitter.com/SoilSNE
http://www.twitter.com/SoilSNE
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Society-of-Soil-Scientists-of-Southern-New-England/109584875780697
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Society-of-Soil-Scientists-of-Southern-New-England/109584875780697
http://www.SSSNNE.org
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2012 N.H. Soil Judging Contest 
The 21

st
 annual New Hampshire High School Soil Judging contest sponsored by the New 

Hampshire Association of Conservation Districts was held on October 5th at Kingman Farm on the 
UNH Campus. Mother Nature tried her best to rain us out early, but the aspiring young scientists 
wouldn’t relent and she soon gave in to overcast skies and seasonable temperatures. Lisa Morin 
from The Belknap County Conservation District and Karen Dudley, Soil Scientist, from the NRCS did 
a fine job organizing the event and it went off on time and without a hitch. Professional Soil Scien-
tists and Members of the Society of Soil Scientists of Northern New England and the New Hamp-
shire Association of Natural Resource Scientists pitched in as pit monitors. Leonard Lord 
(Rockingham County Conservation District), Marc Jacobs, Tom Peragallo and Tom Carr assisted 
the students with last minute preparations including clinometer use and a few helpful tips before es-
corting the groups to the soil pits. Karen, of course, discussed the sample pit and logging techniques 
while tossing out bite sized candy bars to students with the correct answers. Marc Jacobs couldn’t 
help himself and had to play along! (Karen, I still don’t think he should have gotten a candy bar!) The 
pit monitors reviewed each of the four pits with the students after a 20 minute evaluation before 
sending them on their way to the next challenge.  
 
 Six Schools, thirteen teams and two independent students participated. Congratulations to 
Merrimack, Team A, with a winning score of 4,095 and Moultonborough Academy coming in a close 
second and third with Team B at 4,075 and Team A at 3,960! On an individual basis, Maddie Gu-
teKunst (Merrimack) had a high score of 1,105, Nate Bennett (Moultonborough) placed second with 
1,055 and Marita Dancy (Merrimack) and Abbey Coppinger (Moultonborough) tied for third with 
1,030 points. Great job. 
 
 A special thank you goes out to the New Hampshire Association of Conservation Districts for 
sponsoring the event, the NRCS for continued professional support, the UNH Farm Services for 
continued use of Kingman Farm, the soil pit monitors for donating their time and the all the high 
school coaches for encouraging students to be interested in soils. These are our future soil scien-
tists, farmers and environmental professionals that will have an impact on our profession and future. 
 
Tom Carr 
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CODE OF ETHICS– DRAFT 
 
1) PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

A. The purpose of this Code of Ethics is to establish a high standard of integrity, skill and practice among Members 
of the Soil Science Society of Northern New England (SSSNNE). 

B. By accepting nomination or volunteering for membership, the Member shall be bound by this Code of Ethics. 
C. A Member is accountable for his/her professional practice. 
D. A Member will exemplify ethical and honorable behavior and conduct. 
E. Any Member who is certified or licensed to practice in New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, or Massachusetts shall 

further comply with the rules and ethical standards adopted by the NH Joint Board of Licensure or relevant li-
censing board in the state that granted their certification or license. 

 
2) RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MEMBERS AND PUBLIC 

a) A Member shall: 
i) Express an opinion or conclusion based upon matters of established fact, direct observation and profession-

al experience, and/or by the current standards or practices upheld by SSSNNE when relevant; 
ii) Be thoroughly informed before stating a conclusion and shall present an opinion or conclusion in a public 

forum only when qualified to do so by training or experience; 
iii) Distinguish professional judgment or personal opinion from matters of fact or record; 
iv) Avoid sensational or exaggerated statements that may encourage misrepresentation or unsound practices. 
v) Perform professional assignments only when qualified to do so by education, directly relevant experience, or 

under the supervision of such a qualified professional; and 
vi) Reveal to clients, regulators, and/or the public any conflict of interest or circumstances that would interfere 

with the complete representation of professional opinions and scientific fact, or in the Member exercising 
due diligence and professional conduct in alignment with this Code of Ethics. 

b) A Member shall not: 
i) Affix of authorize his/her signature or seal to any map, plan, or document concerning subject matter for 

which he/she is not directly responsible for producing, or if he/she lacks professional skills and experience to 
authorize approval of such materials; 

ii) Accept full responsibility for an assignment for which he/she is not qualified, unless directly supervised by 
qualified professional who is ultimately accountable for the work product or services. 
 

2) RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MEMBERS AND EMPLOYER OR CLIENT 
a) A Member shall: 

i) Protect the interests of the employer or client as long as such interests are consistent with the law, his/her 
professional obligations, and do not violate ethical practice. 

ii) Collaborate with other experts and specialists when it is in the best interest of the employer or client to do 
so. 

iii) Perform due diligence in contractually-specified tasks or assignments. 
b) A Member shall not: 

i) Issue false statements or documents even if directed to do so by an employer or client. 
ii) Accept assignments from another client if it is conflicting with a previously contracted assignment with the 

original employer or client. 
iii) Reveal information, correspondence, or documents given in confidence unless express written permission 

has been obtained from the client. 
c) A Member who finds his/her obligations to an employer or client is in conflict with this Code of Ethics shall work 

to have the objectionable conditions corrected, in keeping with his/her professional duty described herein. 
 

3) RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MEMBERS 
a) A Member shall: 

i) Give credit to whom credit is due for work done by others; 
ii) Cooperate with others in the profession and encourage ethical dissemination of professional and technical 

knowledge; 
iii) Promote discussion with non-members in the profession for the purpose of knowledge transfer and advocat-

ing membership; 
iv) Avoid professional collaboration with members engaged in unethical practices. 

b) A Member shall not: 
i) Direct or require anyone under his/her authority to act in a way that is inconsistent with this Code of Ethics; 
ii) Slander the reputation of another by using false, biased, or undocumented statements in testimony or writ-

ten reports; 
iii) Use public employment, or elected or appointed positions to enact bias upon another Member; 
iv) Plagiarize any oral or written communication. 
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NOTE FROM JOE HOMER 
 

Dear Coworkers, Colleagues, Partners and Friends, 

 After working as a soil scientist for 33+ years I’ve made the decision to retire from federal service 

with the Natural Resources Conservation Service on January 3, 2013. This was a tough decision, as working 

with soils and natural resources has been a passion that I became smitten with in college. It’s been a delight 

sharing what I’ve learned about soils and in return I’ve gained knowledge and a better appreciation of related 

resources from you. I can remember the exact moment when I decided that I wanted to be a soil scientist, 

map soils and work with soils as a career. I count myself incredibly fortunate to have lived my dream and 

have never taken it for granted for one moment.  

 

 When I started working with the Soil Conservation Service back in May 1979 as a WAE on the initial 

round of data gathering for the Natural Resource Inventory, I never would have imagined that my career 

would provide all of the experiences that it has. It’s been a great time as well as a fantastic and challenging 

career! I’ve enjoyed every day of it…well almost every day, … there were a few times when I could have 

done with a few less black flies and mosquitoes. This job has allowed me to work with and learn from an 

amazing array of people both locally and from across the country. I thank all of you for sharing your enthusi-

asm and knowledge in your area of expertise.  

 

 I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my work, but I feel it’s time to graduate and move on to another chapter in 

my life. I plan to spend as much time as possible enjoying my passions of cycling, canoeing, XC skiing, hik-

ing, camping and fishing. I intend to continue contributing to our natural resource community and have a list 

of a dozen or so regional conservation organizations that I look forward to working with as a volunteer. I feel 

I have plenty of things to keep me as busy as I choose to be, so I don’t expect I’ll actually miss my job. The 

thing I will miss is the interaction I’ve had with all of you over the years.  So let’s keep in touch, … join me 

anytime for a ride, ski, hike or paddle.  

My contact information after January 3, 2013 will be: 

Joe Homer 

22 Prospect Street 

Lancaster, NH 03584 

603-788-3649 (home) 

603-991-9752 (cell) 

CODE OF ETHICS– continued 
 

4) DUTY TO PROFESSIONALISM 
a) A Member shall: 

i) Notify the SSSNNE Board of Directors if he/she has positive knowledge or direct evidence that another 
Member violated the SSSNNE by-laws and/or this Code of Ethics. The BOD shall investigate alleged viola-
tions and determine the appropriate course of action; 

ii) Maintain records of complete professional files for a period of at least 5 years from when his/her involve-
ment in the project ended; 

iii) Encourage and mentor employees, students, and trainees in pursuit of membership in alignment with these 
ethical practices. 

b) A Member shall not make representations on behalf of SSSNNE unless authorized by the BOD. 
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SOIL SCIENCE SOCIETY OF NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND 
ANNUAL MEETING 

February 15, 2013 
at the 

Maine Audubon Gilsland Farm Facility 
20 Gilsland Farm Road 
Falmouth, Maine 04105 

 

Agenda 
 

9:30 – 9:55  Registration 
9:55-10:00  Opening comments – Mike Cuomo/SSSNNE President 
10 – 11:00  Dr. Stuart Grandy- UNH 

Soil organic matter dynamics of agro ecosystems 
11-12:00  Serita Fry, UNH 

Soils related research at UNH; an overview 
12-12:45  Lunch 
12:45 – 1 Karen Dudley- NRCS 

Tribute to Joe Homer 
1-1:30  Brian Godbois 

A Distributed Sensor Network to Monitor Soil Responses to Climate Change 
1:30-2  Alix Contosta 

Land-use Change and Soil Carbon Storage 
2-2:30  Kyle Wickings  

Soil microarthropods and ecosystem function 
2:30 – 3:00  Sarah Andrews 

Studio Soils: Integrating Student-centered Active Learning into an 
Introductory Soil Science Course 

3:15-4:00  SSSNNE Business meeting 
Code of ethics vote 
Summer mtg. topics 
Future BOD projects - Update bylaws 
Election of officers 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Registration Form 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________ 
 
City:_______________________________ State:___________________________ 
 
Daytime Phone:_____________________ Email:__________________________ 
 
Registration Fee: $30.00    SSSNNE 2013 Dues: $10.00 
 

Make checks payable to SSSNNE 
Please return with check to: Lindsey Byboth, 8 Continental Dr, Bldg 2, Unit H 

     Exeter, NH 03833-7507  
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Directions: 

From the north: take I-295 to exit 10 and then left on Bucknam Road. At the light turn right onto U.S. Route 1 and con-

tinue south for one mile. After the blinking light at the intersection of Routes 1 and 88, Gilsland Farm Road is on the right. 

From the south: take I-295 to exit 9. Continue 1.9 miles north on U.S. Route 1 and turn left onto Gilsland Farm Road at 

Audubon Gilsland Farm sign, immediately before the intersection of Routes 1 and 88. 
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Membership Renewal Form 
 
Please fill in the form below so that we may verify your contact information.  To re-
new, please include the form and your $10 check made payable to SSSNNE and 
send to: 
   

SSSNNE 
c/o Lindsay O. Byboth 
8 Continental Drive, Bldg 2 Unit H 
Exeter, NH 03833 

First Name:  

Last Name:  

  

Mailing Company/
Organization: 

 

Mailing Street:  

Mailing City:  

Mailing State:  

Mailing Zip Code:  

  

Business Phone:  

Home Phone:  

E-Mail:  

Fax:  

  

Membership Category  
(Active or Associate): 

 

  


